In the shallow water environment
of West Central Florida, boat position is cru-
cial in every aspect of skinny water fishing.
From netting bait, to creeping in on a school
of redfish, maintaining a precise location of
your boat often means the difference
between catching fish and getting skunked.
It prompted on angler, John Olivieri of
Brandon to start thinking about a better way
to control boat position. Anchors are noisy,
clumsy, slow to bite, and will seldom hold
you exactly where you want to be. Staking
out with a push pole is perhaps faster and.
quieter, but this depends on compesition of
the bottom. Forget about staking out over
hard bottom.

What Oliverio ultimately came up
with was the Power Pole, -- a fiberglass
stake on a hinged arm powered by an elec-
tric motor. Push a button and down it
comes, stopping your skiff instantly and pre-
cisely in up to five feet of water.

Now that might not seem like a brg
deal to some anglers, but Florida flats fish-
ing is hardly a casual game. Skiffs can cost
more than a comfortable house. A quality
push pole is more than a week's salary for a
kid in a fast food joint; with overtime.
Trolling motors with all the bells and whis-
tles can run a grand. You bet this is serious
stuff for the guys who do it.

Take the Watts brothers over in

Mulberry. These guys run Suncoast
Fiberglass where they work on all things

r 2000

Staking Claim

" as much as a new double wide. The first

. bR::dfi:sh Tpur Fhis yem‘il‘and Wit.!:I rgdﬁsl\l;v e T-ToPS
oat position is everything” said Greg Watts. HA i
Twin brother Brian Watts nodded * TOWERS
in agreement. ® SKIFF TOWERS . I
“In wind or current in shallow o LEANING P0OSTS

“Lechnical Aspects

by Capt. Fred Everson

made of fiberglass,
mostly boats, but pri-
marily they live to
fish. These guys are
not casual weekenders,
but competitive tour-
nament fishermen.
And they win. Ata
tournament in
Flamingo this year
they finished in first

place. The prize was a John Oliverio with his Power-Pole anchoring device.
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" Maverick flats skiff
- made of carbon kevlar

fiber and it weighs less
than the fat lady in a cheap circus, and costs

thing they put on it was a Power-pole.
“We fished the Professional
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water you come up on a school of reds
quick. There's often no time to stake out,
and anchors are just too noisy. The Power-
Pole stops you on a dime with the flick of a
switch. That can mean the difference
between blowing out a school of fish, and
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