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'l wanted something [ could lower from anywhere
in the boat without taking my eyes off the fish.”

POWER-POLI

Brandon Inventor
Comes Up With
Winning Tool
For Anglers

By FRANK SARGEANT
fsargean@tampabay.rr.com

John Oliverio was an avid flats fisher-
man who recognized one of the basic
problems of fishing shallow, clear water:
When the boat gets too close to the fish,
the fish disappear.

Oliverio figured there needed to be a
quick, silent way to stop a drifting boat so
wind and current wouldn'’t push it up on
his favorite snook and redfish holes.
Conventional anchors were too slow and
noisy, and push-poles sometimes failed
to stick, particularly in firm sand bot-
toms.

“I wanted something I could lower
from anywhere in the boat without tak-
ing my eyes off the fish,” Oliverio recall-
ed.

Thus, in 1999, what is now known to
thousands of flats anglers around the
nation as the Power-Pole was born.

It's a hydraulic arm equipped with a
3-foot-long fiberglass rod about five-
eighths of an inch thick. When the angler
hits a button, the arm reaches out and
pushes the rod deep into the bottom,
thus securing the boat.

Time elapsed? Just 8 seconds.

After building his first miniature mod-
els with Lego kits, Oliverio hand-built his
full-sized prototype. Thanks to a natural
aptitude for mechanics plus some col-
lege-level engineering classes, it worked.
After a little fine-tuning and a patent
granted later that first year, he decided to
try to turn the device into a business.

He soon found a Bay area investor who
loved and understood flats fishing. With
some seed money, he began producing
the first units in his garage. rle sold them
out of the back of his car, showing them
to boat dealers, tackle shop owners and
anglers wherever he traveled.

“I think the breakthrough came when
we put them on the boats of several of
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ITBE-IEVEL ENgIMeerimng classes, 1t worked.
After a little fine-tuning and a patent
granted later that first year, he decided to
try to turn the device into a business.

He soon found a Bay area investor who
loved and understood flats fishing. With

the first units in his garage. rle sold them

out of the back of his car, showing them
to boat dealers, tackle shop owners and
anglers wherever he traveled.

“I think the breakthrough came when
we put them on the boats of several of
the top redfish tour pro anglers,” Oliverio
said. “When the other tournament an-
glers saw what an advantage it gave them
in not blowing out fish, everybody want-
ed one.”

Oliverio said the Power-Pole makes
anchoring so easy that most anglers do it
a lot more often, resulting in more fish.

“Most of us get just one or two shots at
a fish or a hole because the wind and the
current is always moving you across the
flats,” he said. “With the Power-Pole, you
can stop as often as you like, just at the
touch of a button, and that means you
fish an area a lot more thoroughly and
usually catch more fish.”

Apparently a lot of other anglers agree.

Oliverio has sold more than 5,000 of
the devices and has some 500 dealers
from Virginia through Texas. Several
large boat companies, including Ranger,
have made his poles available for factory
installation on their boats. He has six
full-time employees hard at work in a
factory in west Brandon.

His plant manager, Bob Shamblin, is a
high school buddy who was the first
assembly worker for the fledgling compa-
ny.

“We made every one of them to order
at first, but now we just produce them as
fast as we can and we have a hard time
keeping up with demand most of the
year,” Shamblin said.

A waterproof remote control for the
pole, invented a few years ago, has made
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John Oliverio’s company ships his Power-Pole device all over the country.

Plant manager Bob Shamblin taps home
an assembly pin on a Power-Pole.

it even more popular. The control is
about the size of a wristwatch. It hangs
on the belt or around the neck, and
makes it possible to raise or lower the
pole from anywhere in the boat.

‘Oliverio said he also uses the pole to
keep his boat secure at the dock for short
stops.

“When you get used to using the pole,
you can drop it down and stop your boat
with the bow just a foot from the dock so
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